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THE 


CONVERTED FRYAR; 


Ora Defianceto the | 


Church of Rome, 


As it was ated by an Eminent 


CAPUCHIN: 


Who being happily Converted tothe Preteſtant Religion, &c. 


| Hough tis ſifficiently notori- 
WOT _ That never = Cavſe 
M5. | was more Depi/nm'dand rene 
dred contemptibly weak , ' 
& deſervedly Triumphr over 
, than that of the Romrſb Fa- 
Rion has been by a Glori- 
ous throng of our wortby 
Divises,whoſe matcbleſs La- 
bours. both in the former 
and preſent Age , bave be- 
=) yond all poſſibility of rea- 
ſonably Reply , bafled. the ſubtleſt of cheir Adverſarics in 


the material Tenets wherein they under” prctence 0 
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(4) 
Antiquity bave Innovated from the pure Apoſtolique DoArine; 


and #e becoriie mant to is _ one 
times ; yer fo x | HD or obſtivacy, | 
i a, the Heads and Hearts of that Party, That 


generally 

they will fin reſolutely continue rathef what they are, than 
what they ſhould be : And ſooner hazard themſelves through 
an Ocean of Errour in uhgir old Leaky Bark; than bring 
intothe'Ddck to'be Carreen'd and New Rigg'd , accor 

ro the Original Pattern in the Afownt , As if with the foo- 
liſh 1ſanders, mentioned in Hifteryy Bbey thought it Im- 
piety ro ſweep a Room after ir bas contracted the duſt of 
three Generations : 

Indecd though Amtiratios be gbe ufual daughter of Folly; 
ytt a Wiſeman thiy be allowed to wonder; How a Reli- 
gion that has ſo little to recommend it to ſerious Spirits, or 
Spiritual minds, whoſe Idolatt irs irc the counſeſt ſpun, whoſe 
praQtices have been no nauſeous and ſcandalous, and their 
Crueltitsfo p—_—_— , that none can blanch them but ſuch 
as have taken in equal Doſe of Intereſt and Impudence. How 
I fay under a!l this diſadvantages, it ſhould ſtill keep footing 
ii the World in thisquick-{ighted Age; or findentertainthc 
amongſt Perſons endued with any Competency of underſtand- 


ing, 

- Vet to Uea! Freely, Itrrequires more time than depth to un- 
fold this Miſtery ; whereof becauſe we would not be prodi- 
gall, ( but haſten to the intended Narrative) The Reader 
s cnly dcfired at his lciſare to conſider the enſuing Particus 

rs. 
«© The willfulneſs of that Tgnorance that boaſts it ſelf Mo< 

« ther of Dcyotion, The Glorious Tytles wherewith 
«5 Celebrate eheir Church, 'and Bugbear names with whi 
*t they Brand all others. The Locking up the Scriptures in 
«© unknown Languages ; The Bait of Prefarment. c Pomp 
£ of their outward Ceremonies, The. cunning Accomodati- 


&« on of Principles tothe Hymours and vitious Inclinations _ | 


*« of Men, to evident in the points of Indulgences, Abſo- 
| & [ntions, 


C5Y 
& ſutions, Purgatory, &#c. The Reverence kept up for thei? 
« Prieſts. The vatfoug fubrieries bf the Learned Jeſuits, and 
* the very ntbch affecting {clog miſguided) S4ndicy and 
6« mortifyitig Auſterities of fottic other Orders. 

Al thefe will defound main props ro upbotd this rottering 
Kingdome of Darkneſs. | 

Out of which' it yer ſometimes pleaſes Almighry God 
( Rugre alf che Bird- line bf Satan ) wonderfully to draw 
ante particular Perſons; as in that Remarkable Inſtance 
which gives Birth toll this, ( perhaps £00 tedious» yer we 
hope ew Immpertinent Difcourſe. ) 

Capnctns Fryer, (whether Port#gueze of Iriſh by mens 

vur Information cannot affute us, and we would not impo 
on the Readar in fo ferious a Retation, the leaſt jot of Fancy. 

Certain it is he was educated from his infancy in the Rews/b. 
Faith beyond the"Seas, and being of a grave well diſpos'd 
pious eemper, whet'he prew up to the more advanced years 
ef Diſcrerion, he reſolved to'etiter into Religion, axthiey 
call it ) tharis to turn 2k, as the neareſt and ſpecdieſt Cur 
to Heaven z but then ſurveying che ſeveral allureing Orders 
( wherewith rhat Church well Emblem'd by a Serpents ſpot- 
Skin, is variouſly ſpeckled. ) He could not think any of 
them ſtri&t enough for his Devotioh, but that of the mo{} ſe- 
vere and ſelf mortifyipg Caprchis. Saab | 

In thr tigid Soclety he Liſts himſelf, and with much 
Zeta) and'4 great deal of _ continued amongſt them 
ſeveral years, atid though the aRive Diſloyal Loyalliſts or 
Fratethity of Jeſus ( As they Impiouſly en ſtile chem- 
ſelves) do generally atrogate the glory of all Learning, and 
firive to perſwade the World thar all the other orders are 
but meer $otts and Ignotamovſſes, fir only with their yeildin 
Aſes-Backs to beat or undertake what ever deſperate L 
or defigne the Politick Conclave ſhall think fir to Impoſe 
on them , who they bold faſt ſhakled ro the Holy See by a 
yow of blind obedience,as well as yol Poverty , yct we 
know that there want not amongſt both gþc Dewinicans and 
Fruncuwcant 


(6) 
Franciſcars Perſons excellently accomplifht, with all kind 
of Literature, And wo was a Capuchin, well -p* in 
Languages , in Philoſopby , in Divinity too, As theie 
ſtinted Feudencs would nerenie.a which reſpec he was thoughe 
not-unficly qualified to be ſent, into Eng/andto officiate and 
promote the Catholique Religion ? | 

Being here ſomew bat remor'd from the, continual InſpeRi- 
on of his rigid Superjors wary Eye, he took the boldneſs 
to gratify bis Curiofity a little in peruſing the Holy Scri- 
ptures , and meettirg there St,,Pax''s Try all things, afſu- 
med that deſperate Liberty to read the writtings of ſeveral 
of our ableſt Divines concerning Paints in, Controverſie, 
Like a.yoble Berean, he compares our, proof with the Rho- 
mil Arguments 2 and both, with the unerring Rule of Gods 
Wor. .. _—_ 

Fe no ſooner had waded into this Examination , but 
a Nrange Tempeſt ariſes'io bis Soy] ,.-He finds by that ſa- 
cred BaJatice a ſad Mane. Tekel inſctibed. on moſt of Remes 

29Eriges, apd perceives thoſe gawdy ornaments wherewith 
ſhe is wont totrick vp her ſclf to allure unwary ſpeRators, 
are only meritricious paihtings , or uſurped Embeliſhment, 
and þegins to be aſbamed Ot theſe dazling Fopperics, which 
beforc'he eſteemed. bis Glory. 

* Thels (5d, of his * onverlion a further and deliberate 
Reading, and ſome Converſe with fobie of our. Orthodox 
'Divines jn ſhort tiwe Ripened toa Ioyful Harveſt , when 
be, openly P:ofiſt his Corcurrence in all things with the 

Church of. England * and his deſires to be a mitted ard 
; FeCcived into her Embraces and Communian. | 

Bu further, ard Bork fignally to Teliify, by ſome vert 
, I bis xoral fenyal of che Rowiſh Opinions, and Renun- 
© cation .of-theſc Orders, he had received from thence , His 
" Zeal prompts him t9 A very ixmarkable performance , For , 
dehold ! , on; atualay laſt being the Eighth of this Inſtane 
_ Aarch, he figcly of tis own Accord repairs into the Pallace- 
Tata at Weſtminſter ,, about 4.01 5-2 Clock in the af. 
rt OT Om '* ternoon, 
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Ernoon; and Sera having ſene for ſomy Fagots; and pro- 
cured Fire, he took his Beads, a Cracifix , ſome Popiſh 
Maſt: Book his Cewls and the whole Habir of his Order, and 

there very reveretidly Batnr thei-in the preſerite; of a. nw- 

 mergus Crowd , whom hedefjred'to rake notice, That 
& he did that nnexpeRt:d' ARion; to witneſs 'to them 'and 
5 the world his ſorrow for and dereſtation of 'thoſe Errors 
« 4nd ridiculous Vanities of the Church of Rome, wherein 
*© he had been hitherto brought up and with formerly he had 

. « a great value for But that he did now abſolutely renounce 
* that Church , and would heartily ſabſcribe in all things 
« wieh the DoCtrine and Diſcipline of the Eſtabliſht Chnrch 
« of Evgland? 3 "430 4-4 

After . which publique declaration of his mind in terms 
very ſober and fignificant he departed ſceming very well ſaciſ- 
fied with his rare Burnt offcring.. SY 

*'Tis not to be doubted , but the Romiſh Emiſſaries (who: 
have ever been known for the moſt dexterous Contrivers, and 
exat:ſt Maſters of Calumny) will have a Flood of fhanders 
ro vimit forth after this Poor Man, ſometimes perbaps that 
will ſagg:ſt, that he is a Cheat, was never a Catholique ne- 
ver in Orders &c. but when that is proved beyond the Im. 

udence of a 7eſwits denyal , they will next infinuate, that: 
be was Franticks. diſtemper'd in mind , has been a long time 
diſtrated , but we are well acquainted with thoſe litle Arts 
of Rome : remember the ſame aſperſions on Zuther and Cal- 
vin, and know of whom it was ſaid ofold , He [awa Devil 
andirmad ; As thereare enow credible Gentlemen in Town 
that knowing this perfon beyond the Seas, can Evidence his 
b:ing a real Capuchin , ſo his free rational diſcourſes to all 
whoſe Curioſity leads them to viſit him ſufficiently diſpel 
that piteiful obj:Rion of his diſtraRion. 

We ſhall therefore ſay no more, but conclude with hear- 
ty wiſhes, That the Converſion and Zeal of this quondam' 
Fryer, may invite others of thoſe poor enſlayed Orders, to: 
examine. 


